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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I missed the 
following vote due to a personal family reason: 

On Roll Call Vote No. 58 to H.Res. 551, 
Thanking C–SPAN for its Service to the 
House of Representatives on the 25th Anni-
versary of its First Coverage of the Pro-
ceedings of the House, had I been present I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on Wednesday, March 17, 2004, I 
was unavoidably detained due to a prior obli-
gation. 

I request that the CONGESSIONAL RECORD 
reflect that had I been present and voting, I 
would have voted as follows: 

Roll Call No. 62: no (on the ordering the 
previous question for H. Res. 561).

f 

IN HONOR OF JOSE ROHAIDY 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Jose Rohaidy for his years of out-
standing work and dedication to the Hispanic 
community. Mr. Rohaidy was honored by the 
Hispanic State Parade of New Jersey on Sun-
day, March 21, 2004, at the Fiesta Banquets 
in Woodridge, New Jersey. 

Mr. Rohaidy was honored for his numerous 
contributions to the Hispanic community. Mr. 
Rohaidy was one of the pioneers of the Puerto 
Rican Parade in Paterson, New Jersey, and 
also Trenton, New Jersey. He was also one of 
the four founding members of the Hispanic 
Statewide Parade of New Jersey. For his tire-
less efforts and perseverance in the Hispanic 
community, Mr. Rohaidy has been the recipi-
ent of over 200 proclamations, awards, and ci-
tations. 

Mr. Rohaidy was born in Zulueta, Cuba, to 
a Lebanese father and a Mexican mother. In 
Cuba, he worked as the Director of the news 
show Radio Nacional. While in Cuba, Mr. 
Rohaidy served as the President of Brigade 
21 of the Red Cross. In 1968, when Mr. 
Rohaidy came to the United States, he contin-
ued his passion for journalism working for El 
Diario La Prensa, as Chief Editor of the New 
Jersey section of the paper. He also worked 

for Radio WADO covering the New Jersey 
area. Mr. Rohaidy owns Mini-Mundo Printing 
along with his wife, Magali. 

Mr. Rohaidy received a Doctorate degree in 
Journalism from Essex County Community 
College and was the first Hispanic to do so. 
He is a loving husband for over 46 years to 
his wife, Magali, father to four children, and 
grandfather of seven grandchildren. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Jose Rohaidy, a true pioneer, out-
standing leader, visionary, and dedicated serv-
ant to the Hispanic community.

f 

HONORING FLOYD IRONS: A 
DEDICATED LEADER 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Floyd Irons for being inducted into 
the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. Irons has 
served 30 years as Vashon High School’s 
basketball coach and is currently the Principal. 
In addition to being an extraordinary motivator 
to the players, he has been a mentor to the 
students and a role-model for the St. Louis 
community. 

Irons graduated from Vashon in 1966. After 
graduating from Langston University, Irons re-
turned to his alma mater in 1971 to teach So-
cial Studies and coach varsity basketball. He 
was later named Assistant Principal and took 
pride in helping many students obtain scholar-
ship information and funding sources for col-
lege. 

During his 30 years at Vashon High School, 
Irons has coached his varsity teams to 20 
Final Four tournaments and 10 State titles. 
This year, Irons coached his team through the 
first undefeated season in Vashon High 
School’s history. In 2003, The National Sport-
ing Magazine named Irons its Coach of the 
Year and with an overall impressive 791 wins, 
Irons has the third best record of all of Mis-
souri’s high school coaches. 

Over the years, Irons has watched the 
school’s facilities catch up with the capabilities 
of its students. Undaunted by any of the limita-
tions that he faces as Principal of an urban 
school, Irons continues to exhibit innovation, 
incredible energy and unyielding commitment 
to keeping Vashon as a staple in the commu-
nity. He has dedicated himself to the students 
at Vashon and its mission. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great privilege that I 
recognize Floyd Irons today before Congress. 
He is well-deserved of our respect, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in honoring Floyd 
Irons.

A TRIBUTE TO MS. QUINTINA 
BENNETT 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special recognition to Ms. Quintina Ben-
nett, who has served with distinction as a 
classroom teacher of the San Gabriel Unified 
School District from 1953 to the present. 

Ms. Bennett was born November 29, 1930, 
in the Lincoln Heights region of Los Angeles, 
California. She was raised in a close-knit 
Italian family, where strong work ethics and re-
sponsibility were a way of life. Ms. Bennett 
continues to exemplify these values, priding 
herself in her extended family and commit-
ment to education. She attended school in Lin-
coln Heights, graduating from Lincoln High 
School. Ms. Bennett continued her education 
at Los Angeles City College and graduated 
from California State University, Los Angeles 
in June, 1953. 

Ms. Bennett began her teaching career at 
Washington Elementary School in September, 
1953. During this tenure, she taught second 
through fifth grades, and the last 30 years 
have been spent in the same third grade 
classroom. She has dedicated one-half a cen-
tury enriching the lives and minds of approxi-
mately 1,500 students, with more to come! 

Ms. Bennett has actively promoted the cre-
ative arts through classroom music instruction 
and appreciation. Ms. Bennett has written and 
choreographed many of Washington School’s 
music programs. She has also been the piano 
accompanist for all school musical programs. 
In addition, Ms. Bennett has played an active 
leadership role in developing district science 
curricula, serving as team leader for the ad-
vancement of technology for Washington 
School’s third grade class. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in congratulating and recognizing Ms. 
Quintina Bennett on a truly remarkable career 
as she reaches her 50-year milestone year in 
education at Washington School. Best wishes 
for many more rewarding and fulfilling years to 
come.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SHULAMITH 
KOENIG: A CHAMPION FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Shulamith Koenig’s outstanding 
contributions in the field of human rights. Ms. 
Koenig is the founder and executive director of 
PDHRE-People’s Movement for Human Rights 
Education, an organization dedicated to pro-
moting human rights and democracy world-
wide through workshops, lectures, articles and 
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books. Ms. Koenig has conducted workshops 
with educators, human rights advocates and 
community leaders in Asia, Africa, Central Eu-
rope, Latin America and the Middle East. 

For the last 14 years, Ms. Koenig has dedi-
cated her life to educating people in the field 
of human rights as well as economic and so-
cial development around the world. Her efforts 
were recognized when the United Nations 
Prize in the Field of Human Rights award was 
presented to her on December 10, 2003. The 
United Nations Prize is given to individuals 
and organizations every 5 years in recognition 
of their outstanding contribution to the pro-
motion and protection of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. I am proud to say that 
Ms. Koenig is a resident of my congressional 
district and I commend her receipt of this pres-
tigious honor. She now joins the list of promi-
nent persons who have received the prize, in-
cluding Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, former South African 
President Nelson Mandela, and President 
Jimmy Carter. 

Supported by the United Nations Develop-
ment Program, Ms. Koenig spearheads the 
Human Rights Cities project, which has 
trained 500 young community leaders as 
human rights educators in 30 cities around the 
world. Founded by Ms. Koenig in 1989, the 
People’s Movement for Human Rights Edu-
cation is a nonprofit international organization, 
designed to improve the lives of people in 
more than 60 countries around the world. The 
organization has offices in New York, Argen-
tina, India, Philippines, Mali, and Austria. 
There are schools and libraries bearing Ms. 
Koenig’s name in Mumbai, India; Chenai, 
India; and Bamaco, Mali; and the library Ken-
sington Rights Welfare Union in Philadelphia, 
PA. 

Ms. Koenig was born in Jerusalem and ma-
jored in Industrial Engineering and Manage-
ment at Columbia University. She has edited 
and published articles in numerous books and 
journals and is a lecturer and an award-win-
ning sculptor. Ms. Koenig and her husband 
Jerome have three children and four grand-
children.

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY 
BETH HAYWARD 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, January 20, 
2004 saw the unexpected passing of a be-
loved member of Toledo, Ohio’s medical com-
munity, a philanthropist, mentor, and friend to 
many, a wife, mother, sister and grandmother. 
Mary Beth Hayward, RN, MSN, passed from 
this life at the age of 65. 

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Mary Beth 
was the only daughter of George and Evelyn 
Ludwig. She received her undergraduate RN 
from St. Mary’s College and her Master of 
Science in Nursing from Catholic University, 
graduating from both magna cum laude. She 
followed graduation with a teaching position at 
Georgetown University’s School of Nursing. 
That same year, she married John Hayward, 
a strong union lasting nearly 42 years. In 
1966, the Haywards moved to Toledo, Ohio, 
and Mary Beth began teaching advanced 

medical and surgical care nursing at the 
former Mercy School of Nursing. In 1974, 
Mary Beth joined the faculty of the Medical 
College of Ohio, where she remained for the 
next 30 years until her untimely death. A vi-
sionary leader in the nursing profession the 
MCO associate professor pioneered the devel-
opment of new teaching methods including on-
line courses. She was a member of MCO’s 
Faculty Senate, and a testament to her teach-
ing was the 18 Excellence in Teaching awards 
she received during her tenure. 

A leader in her profession, Mary Beth at the 
time of her death was president of the North-
west Ohio Nurses Association and secretary 
of the Ohio Nurses Association Board of Di-
rectors. She was a member of the Inter-
national Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma 
Theta Tau, and president of the Ohio League 
for Nursing for a 2000–2003 term. 

Along with her husband and singly, Mary 
Beth was a respected community leader. She’ 
gave service to the Kidney Foundation of 
Northwest Ohio, Sunset Retirement Commu-
nities, the Junior League of Toledo, the Toledo 
Bar Association Auxiliary, and Hospice of 
Northwest Ohio. In addition to this service, she 
could be counted upon to lend her support to 
many other causes. 

Mary Beth Hayward leaves a legacy in nurs-
ing and in our community. Yet her strongest 
legacy is her family. Our prayers remain with 
her husband John, her children Beth, Mary 
Bridget, John, Thomas, and Ethan, her eight 
grandchildren, her brother William, and many 
more family and friends. 

Lofty words and poetic phrase could easily 
be used to describe the life of Mary Beth Hay-
ward, but the eulogy noting her passing en-
capsulates her perfectly, ‘‘She loved God, she 
loved life, she loved her family, and she loved 
teaching. She was a force for good who gave 
much and took little.’’

f 

HONORING JACKIE SHERRILL 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the distinguished 13-year coach-
ing career of Jackie Sherrill at Mississippi 
State University, where he has served as 
head coach since 1991. With his retirement at 
the conclusion of the 2003 season, Coach 
Sherrill exits as a quarter-century coaching in-
stitution after serving at eight different univer-
sities. His trailblazing efforts as a coach and 
player have netted him two national champion-
ships as a player, countless accolades as a 
coach, and the satisfaction of driving three 
major programs to unparalleled heights on the 
college grid scene. 

At the time of his retirement he was the 
dean of Southeastern Conference football 
coaches and the face of Mississippi State Uni-
versity football. During his tenure as coach of 
the Bulldogs, Coach Sherrill: 

Recorded back to back winning seasons 
during his first 2 years at MSU. Prior to that 
time the Bulldogs had produced only one win-
ning season in the previous nine before him. 

Directed the Bulldog program to six 
postseason berths, recurring prosperity un-
matched in the school history. He is only the 

second head coach ever to take the institution 
to more than two bowl games and the first to 
lead the school to two consecutive postseason 
victories. 

Retired as the most winning football coach 
in MSU history. Over his 13-year span at the 
helm of the Bulldogs he won 74 games, lost 
74 games, tied 2 games and had 7 winning 
seasons. For the span from 1997–2000, 
Coach Sherrill’s teams won 33 games, of 
which 20 were SEC games, lost 15 games, 
won the Western Division Championship, and 
participated in three consecutive bowl games. 
No school in the SEC West had a better five-
year regular season mark during that time. 

Bulldog fans responded. Coach Sherrill ral-
lied a fractured fan base, producing record 
amounts of giving and attendance. He gave 
Bulldog fans a winning attitude and elicited 
emotion and passion for the program like no 
one else. The number of fans grew, as did ap-
preciation for Mississippi State football on the 
State, regional, and national level.

Twenty-three of the top 25 crowds—includ-
ing the top 14 ever to see the Bulldogs play 
at MSU’s Scott Field, have come during 
Coach Sherrill’s tenure. In addition to the sell 
out throngs, he has made the Bulldog football 
program attractive for national and regional 
television network audiences. MSU football 
has been televised 70 times during his 140 
games as head of the program. 

All that success on the field, at the turn-
stiles, and in achieving national rankings and 
postseason bowl berths, has fueled success in 
the construction and improvement of football 
facilities. Coach Sherrill oversaw the refur-
bishing of State’s entire football complex. New 
or renovated weight training facilities and 
sports medicine areas, modern equipment and 
locker rooms, full team meeting rooms and in-
dividualized teaching cubicles were just the 
beginning of a stronger program’s modern in-
frastructure. In 1996, MSU completed the 
John H. Bryan Sr. Athletic Administration 
Building that holds all the football coaching of-
fices. A $30 million enlargement of Scott 
Field’s east side in 2001 added 50 luxury 
skyboxes, an additional 1,700 club level seats, 
and 7,600 seats in the upper deck. The sta-
dium hosts completely remodeled dressing 
rooms for both home and visiting teams, and 
a new recruiting lounge for Bulldog football 
prospects. 

Coach Sherrill has been loyal to Mississippi 
State, even when at the height of his success 
larger universities called, he always reminded 
fans that he planned to retire at MSU. For 
Coach Sherrill, it isn’t just about football. You 
will see his fevered enthusiasm at the Bulldog 
basketball games as well. Coach Sherrill is a 
fan, not just of Bulldog football or even basket-
ball, but of Mississippi State University and all 
the students that make up the MSU family. 

His support is not surprising; after all, his ar-
rival as State’s 30th head coach was a home-
coming of sorts for Coach Sherrill in Mis-
sissippi. Though born in Duncan, OK, Jackie 
Sherrill spent his youth in Biloxi where he 
starred on the football team at Biloxi High 
School. He played on two Shrimp Bowl teams 
and as a senior earned high school all-Amer-
ica distinction and most valuable player hon-
ors before graduating in 1962. 

From Biloxi, Jackie moved to Tuscaloosa to 
play for the legendary Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant. 
Jackie played seven different positions for the 
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